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DETAILED ACTION 

Terminal Disclaimer 

1 . The terminal disclaimer filed on November 1 5, 2004 disclaiming the terminal 
portion of any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the 
expiration date of patent number 6,026,160 has been reviewed and is accepted. The 
terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1, 2, 5-8, 11-18 and 20 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claim 1 , the prior art of record discloses a splitter module for 

mounting in a network interface device (NID) for providing a demarcation point between 
a pair of outside plant wires and a first and a second pair of inside wires, the first pair of 
inside wires for carrying a first signal, the second pair of inside wires for carrying a 
second signal and the pair of outside wires for carrying a combined signal of the first 
and the second signals, the NID having a housing defining an accessible interior and 
having a mounting surface therein defining a plurality of mounting locations, the splitter 
module comprising: (a) a block having a mounting footprint configured for removable 
attachment to at least one of the mounting locations; (b) an outside plant pair of 
terminals located on the block and configured for having the pair of outside plant wires 
connected thereto; however the prior art of record fails to disclose or fairly suggest a 
splitter circuit housed in the block with a first pair of contacts electrically connected to 
the outside plant pair of terminals and a second pair of contacts, a first circuit 
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component of the circuit electrically between the first and the second pair of contacts 
and designed to pass only the first signal from the first pair of contacts to the second 
pair of contacts; a first jack located on the block and electrically connected to the 
second pair of contacts; a first plug removably located in the first jack to provide a first 
demarcation point for the first signal; a first inside pair of terminals located on the block, 
electrically connected to the second pair of contacts through the first demarcation point 
and configured for having the first pair of inside wires connected thereto; a second 
inside pair of terminals located on the block, electrically connected to the outside plant 
pair of terminals so as to receive at least the second signal and configured for having 
the second pair of inside wires connected thereto; a second jack located on the block 
and electrically connected in series between the outside plant pair of terminals and the 
second inside pair of terminals; and a second plug removably located in the second jack 
to provide a second demarcation point for the second signal. 

Regarding claim 8, the prior art of record discloses a splitter module for 
mounting in a network interface device for providing a demarcation point between a pair 
of outside plant wires and a first and a second pair of inside wires, the first pair of inside 
wires for carrying a first signal, the second pair of inside wires for carrying a second 
signal and the pair of outside wires for carrying a combined signal of the first and the . 
second signals, the NID having a housing defining an accessible interior, the splitter 
module comprising: a block of a size suitable for placement in the interior of the NID, 
however the prior art of record fails to disclose a splitter circuit housed in the block with 
a first pair of contacts for electrical connection to the pair of outside plant wires and a 
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second pair of contacts, a first circuit component of the circuit electrically between the 
first and the second pair of contacts and designed to pass only the first signal from the 
first pair of contacts to the second pair of contacts; a first inside pair of terminals located 
on the block electrically connected to the second pair of contacts and configured for 
having the first pair of inside wires connected thereto, a second inside pair of terminals 
located on the block, electrically connected to the pair of outside plant wires so as to 
receive at least the second signal and configured for having the second pair of inside 
wires connected thereto; a POTS jack connected to the block and configured to receive 
a first plug, the POTS jack electrically connectable to the second pair of contacts for 
testing the first signal by inserting the first plug into the POTS jack when the POTS jack 
is electrically connected to the second pair of contacts; and a second jack connected to 
the block and configured to receive a second plug, the second jack electrically 
connectable in series between the first pair of contacts and the second inside pair of 
terminals for testing the second signal by inserting the second plug into the second jack 
when the second jack is electrically connected to the second inside pair of terminals. 

Regarding claim 15, the prior art of record discloses an XDSL splitter assembly, 
comprising a network interface device (NID) for providing a demarcation point between 
a pair of outside plant wires and a first and a second pair of inside wires, the first pair of 
inside wires for carrying a POTS signal; however, the prior art of record failsto disclose 
or fairly suggest wherein the second pair of inside wires for carrying an XDSL signal and 
the pair of outside plant wires for carrying a combined POTS and XDSL signal, the NID 
having a housing defining an interior with a plurality of mounting locations; and (b) a 
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splitter module comprising: (i) a block with a mounting footprint to be received in at least 
one of the mounting locations', (ii) an XDSL splitter circuit housed in the block with a first 
pair of contacts for electrical connection to the pair of outside plant wires and a second 
pair of contacts, a first circuit component of the circuit electrically between the first and 
the second pair of contacts and desired to pass only POTS signals from the first pair of 
contacts to the second pair of contacts; (iii) a first inside pair of terminals located on the 
block electrically connected to the second pair of contacts and configured for having the 
first pair of inside wires connected thereto; (iv) a second inside pair of terminals located 
on the block electrically connected to the pair of outside plant wires so as to receive at 
least the XDSL signal and configured for having the second pair of inside wires 
connected thereto; (v) a POTS jack connected to the block and configured to receive a 
first plug, the POTS jack electrically connectable to the second pair of contacts for 
testing the POTS signal by inserting the first plug into the POTS jack when the POTS 
jack is electrically connected to the second pair of contacts; and (vi) an XDSL jack 
connected to the block and configured to receive a second plug, the XDSL jack 
electrically connectable in series between the first pair of contacts and the second 
inside pair of terminals for testing the XDSL signal by inserting the second plug into the 
XDSL jack when the XDSL jack is electrically connected to the second inside pair of 
terminals. 

Regarding claim 18, the prior art of record discloses a splitter module for 
selectively passing a first signal from a combined signal having the first signal together 
with a second signal, the splitter module comprising: a housing, a first pair of terminals 
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located on the housing, an RJ-1 1 jack located on the housing and an RJ-1 1 plug 
removably inserted in the RJ-1 1 jack to create a first demarcation point; however, the 
prior art of record fails to disclose or fairly suggest a first splitter circuit located in the 
housing and electrically in series between the first pair of terminals and the RJ-1 1 jack, 
the first splitter circuit designed to pass only the first signal to the RJ-1 1 jack when the 
combined signal is transmitted through the first pair of terminals to the first splitter 
circuit; and an RJ-45 jack located on the housing and an RJ-45 plug removably inserted 
in the RJ-45 jack to create a second demarcation point, the RJ-45 jack electrically 
connected to a point between the first pair of terminals and the first splitter circuit. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jefferey F Harold whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5836. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh H Tran can be reached on 703-305-4040. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^ IJ n . / / 
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